
Board Administration and Regulatory Coordination Unit

Division 3.  Air Resources Board

Chapter 5.  Standards for Motor Vehicle Fuels

Article 1.  Standards for Gasoline

Subarticle 2.   Standards for Gasoline Sold Beginning March 1, 1996

§  2262.6.   Prohibition of MTBE and Oxygenates Other Than Ethanol in California Gasoline
Starting December 31, 2002.

       (a) Basic MTBE prohibitions.
       (1) Starting December 31, 2002, no person shall sell, offer for sale, supply or offer for supply California
gasoline which has been produced with the use of methyl tertiary-butyl ether (MTBE).
       (2) No person shall sell, offer for sale, supply or offer for supply California gasoline which contains MTBE in
concentrations greater than: 0.3 volume percent starting December 31, 2002, 0.15 volume starting December 31,
2003, and 0.05 volume percent starting December 31, 2004.
       (b) Phase-in of MTBE prohibitions. In the first year in which a prohibition applies under section 2262.6(a), the
prohibition shall be phased in as follows:
       (A) Starting December 31, for all sales, supplies, or offers of California gasoline by a producer or importer from
its production facility or import facility.
       (B) Starting the following February 14, for all other sales, supplies, offers or movements of California gasoline
except for transactions directly involving:
       1. the fueling of motor vehicles at a retail outlet or bulk purchaser-consumer facility, or
       2. the delivery of gasoline from a bulk plant to a retail outlet or bulk purchaser-consumer facility.
       (C) Starting the following March 31, for all remaining sales, supplies, offers or movements of California
gasoline, including transactions directly involving the fueling of motor vehicles at a retail outlet or bulk purchaser-
consumer facility.
       (3) Phase-in for low-throughput fueling facilities. For the first year in which a prohibition applies under section
2262.6(a)(1), the prohibition shall not apply to transactions directly involving the fueling of motor vehicles at a retail
outlet or bulk purchaser-consumer facility, where the person selling, offering, or supplying the gasoline
demonstrates as an affirmative defense that the exceedance of the standard was caused by gasoline delivered to the
retail outlet or bulk purchaser-consumer facility prior to February 14 of that year, or delivered to the retail outlet or
bulk purchaser-consumer facility directly from a bulk plant prior to March 31 of that year.
       (c) Use of oxygenates other than ethanol or MTBE in California gasoline on or after December 31, 2002.
Starting December 31, 2002, no person shall sell, offer for sale, supply or offer for supply California gasoline which
has been produced with the use of any oxygenate other than ethanol or MTBE unless a multimedia evaluation of use
of the ether in California gasoline has been conducted and the California Environmental Policy Council established
by Public Resources Code section 71017 has determined that such use will not cause a significant adverse impact on
the public health or the environment.
NOTE: Authority cited: Sections 39600, 39601, 43013, 43013.1, 43018 and 43101, Health and Safety Code; and Western Oil and Gas Ass'n. v.
Orange County Air Pollution Control District, 14 Cal.3d 411, 121 Cal.Rptr. 249  (1975). Reference: Sections 39000, 39001, 39002, 39003,
39010, 39500, 39515, 39516, 41511, 43000, 43013, 43013.1, 43016, 43018, 43101 and 43830.8, Health and Safety Code; and Western Oil and
Gas Ass'n. v. Orange County Air Pollution Control District, 14 Cal.3d 411, 121 Cal.Rptr. 249 (1975).
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